
Comments Responses

DVAC1. A statement has been added to the plan recognizing that many
mining claims exist in Death Valley as a result of the area
being previously open to staking of claims. These claims,
subject to determination of a valid right, are recognized and
their existence may result in mining proposals by their owners.
The plan recognizes that mineral development is an allowable
activity under the Mining in the Parks Act, NPS management
policies and regulations, and other laws and regulations.

DVAC2. Although no major future development is proposed, the
potential acquisition of the Furnace Creek and Panamint
Springs developments from willing sellers may create a
situation where large scale commercial services are overseen
by the Park Service. Existing concessions activity exists at
Stovepipe Wells and Scotty’s Castle. In addition, other
commercial services may be desirable to provide visitor
services. We agree that a plan should be prepared to
encompass commercial activities in the Park, including
concessions. A commercial services plan has been added to
the list of future planning efforts.

DVAC3. The table has been clarified to indicate that the information
contained in it does not reflect every water right that may exist
in the Park. It is simply a list of those rights recorded with the
state in Sacramento. Other valid rights may exist and the Park
will be working in conjunction with the NPS Water Resources
Division to try and accumulate records for all water rights.

DVAC4. Comment noted.
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Comments Responses

DVAC5. Page 63 of the 1998 draft plan addresses water developments
for livestock grazing and clearly indicates that water necessary
for animal health would be maintained.

DVAC6. A clarifying statement has been added indicating that a plan
would be prepared for each site before actions are taken. The
goals of the restoration strategy are addressed on page 66 of
the 1998draft plan.

DVAC7. Comment noted.

DVAC8. The commission’s recommended language has been added.

DVAC9. We agree that community outreach is an extremely important
aspect of the Park interpretive program. A paragraph has been
added emphasizing the need for the Park to continually
increase efforts to improve educational outreach in the
surrounding communities.

DVAC10. See response to comment SBBS3.

The proposed action identifies Class I air quality
designation as a desirable goal. This goal must recognize
that redesignation of the Park to Class I is a state process.
However, regardless of the success of this redesignation
effort, the Park would work actively with the local air
quality control boards to minimize effects whenever
development threatens Park resources. The Park is also
committed to continuing its air quality monitoring efforts,
and improving them whenever funding permits and as stated
in the plan, the Park would work with air pollution control
officials to ensure compliance with Clean Air Act
requirements.
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Comments Responses

DVAC11. The list of suggested site plan details for Saline Valley
visitor use in the draft plan has been removed and replaced
with a list of issues, concerns, and resource protection goals
to be addressed by the plan. Additional data collection
regarding the local environment and visitor use needs to be
completed before the plan is to proceed to that level of
detail. The basic issues to be addressed include: public
health and safety; protection of natural and cultural
resources including sensitive species protection; exotic
species; visitor use levels within existing number of spas;
and the quality of the visitor experience for all visitors who
come to this place. The plan will state that the long-term
goal/vision for Saline is to be managed according to Park
and NPS management objectives along with those
developed by the site management plan.

Management goals were identified on page 76 of the 1998
draft plan. Additional wording has been added to further
clarify management goals. The future site plan for the Saline
Valley Warm Springs will place an emphasis on “natural,
cultural resources protection, and environmental
restoration.” Wording in the final plan was changed to
indicate that the management plan would be developed with
input from all interested members of the public, not just user
groups. The NEPA process will be used in this plan.

DVAC12. A statement has been added to the plan that the Park would
work to identify issues and concerns with various camp
users and find ways to accommodate a variety of campers,
including tents, in developed campgrounds, while enhancing
the visitor experience.

DVAC13. Comment noted.
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